Self-tattooing by schoolchildren.
Of 779 third-year pupils from seven secondary schools examined for evidence of self-tattooing, 31 (4%) had tattooed themselves. More boys (27/513, or 5.2%) than girls (4/266, or 1.6%) had tattooed themselves. One hundred and fifty six separate marks were identified in the tattooed boys and sixteen in the girls. The most popular sites were the fingers and back of the left hand, and the front and back of the left forearm. Only 2 pupils remained pleased with their tattoos and 19 expressed strong remorse. Waiting lists for the removal of such tattoos are very long. The craze for self-tattooing by schoolchildren should be curbed.